Hill End Pit
A small chalk pit, noted for its fossils, surrounded by chalk grassland and scrub.

Hill End Pit is nationally renowned for its fine fossils which make this one of the Trust's most important
geological reserves. It is also of interest for its small area of chalk grassland and scrub. Species to be found
. include vipers bugloss, cowslip, mullein and marjoram.

= The reserve contains the biggest colony of the snail '‘Azeca goodalli' known in the county. Frequent
butterflies include the common blue, orange-tip and gatekeeper. Many species of birds and mammals
flourish on the site. Tits are numerous so too are many finches. Regular warblers include chiffchaff, willow

W warbler, whitethroat, lesser whitethroat, garden warbler and blackcap. All three species of British woodpecker
= frequent the area.

The Trust has a legal agreement with North Hertfordshire District Council and Hertfordshire County Council
to manage the site.

Autumn

Though not a large reserve Hill End Pit requires some management work in the autumn. The chalk grassland which borders the pit is cut and raked every
year and small amounts of encroaching scrub removed. The pit itself is cleared of vegetation to maintain its geological interest.

The scrub that borders the pit is excellent for birds with species such as goldcrest and marsh tit often being found amongst the commoner tit species.
Buzzards can be seen flying overhead throughout the year.

. Get driving directions
. Find nearby public transport

How to Get Here

Location

St Paul's Waldon, opposite Hltch Wood.
Directions

From Hitchin take B656 London Road. Turn right onto B651. After 2 miles turn right onto Hitchwood Lane (opposite Hitch Wood) and park in the small car
park. The reserve is reached by crossing over the B651 and taking the track up. Hill End Pit is on the left.

Public Transport Links

Bus: Strathmore Arms, St Paul's Walden (304).
Walking Links

Footpaths cross the southern boundary; Hertfordshire Way.
Map Reference

TL 198 239

Visitor Guide

Size

0.7 hectares (1.7 acres)

Access to site

Off a small byway.

Access around site



Level ground leading to the pit. Steep slopes within the pit itself (steps leading down into it). Care needed in the pit as the ground is unstable and there are
some steep drops.

Walking time
1/2 hour
Advice on what to wear/bring

Map of site (if available)
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