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        Flower-rich grasslands, once a part of every farm, are part of our culture. Most have developed alongside humans because of livestock grazing and cutting for hay. Many have archaeological and…
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            Calaminarian grassland

        

        

    
    
        This is a strange, sparse habitat of grassland growing on old mining tracks and slag heaps, on river gravels and naturally exposed metal-rich soils in the mountains. Only the toughest metal-loving…
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            Upland calcareous grassland

        

        

    
    
        Limited in distribution, this sweetly-scented, short-cropped, springy grassland is famed for its abundance of rare and scarce species.
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            Lowland calcareous grassland

        

        

    
    
        Typical of softly rolling pastoral landscapes, the short, aromatic turf of lowland calcareous grassland is flower-rich and humming with insects in the summer. Its long use by humans lends it an…
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            Lowland dry acid grassland

        

        

    
    
        Sprinkled with diminutive, short-living flowers in spring and parched dry by July, this is a habitat of heathlands, coastal grasslands and ancient parkland.
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            Upland acid grassland and rush pasture

        

        

    
    
        These grasslands, occupying much of the UK's heavily-grazed upland landscape, are of greater cultural than wildlife interest, but remain a habitat to some scarce and declining species.
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            Gorgeous Grasslands

        

        

    
    
        Guest blog from nature writer, photographer and invertebrate artist, Gail Ashton, to celebrate National Insect Week.
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            Beadlet anemone

        

        

    
    
        Have you ever seen those dark red jelly blobs whilst rockpooling? These incredible creatures are beadlet anemones! They live attached to rocks all around the coast of the UK, the base of their…
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            Local Wildlife Sites and the planning system explained

        

        

    
    
        Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are havens for wild species. In this blog, we explain how they are protected.
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        Discover some of the predators stalking through your garden’s grassland.
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            Chalkhill blue

        

        

    
    
        Unsurprisingly, the chalkhill blue can be found on sunny, chalk grassland sites in southern England. Clouds of this beautiful blue butterfly may be seen fluttering around low-growing flowers.
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        With club-shaped leaflets on its fronds, wall-rue is easy to spot as it grows out of crevices in walls. Plant it in your garden rockery to provide cover for insects.
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      The leading voice for wildlife conservation in Hertfordshire and Middlesex


The Hertfordshire and Middlesex Wildlife Trust Limited (Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust), a registered charity in England and Wales (239863). A company incorporated and registered in England and Wales (company number 816710). Registered address Grebe House, St. Michael's Street, St. Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 4SN.


    

  


          


        

                

  



  


      
    
        
    



	
		
	




    








  